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Hurricane Hanna Foils ‘08 Open House

The 2008 open houses on Faulkner’s Island
were scheduled for four days on consecutive
weekends: September 6-7 and September 13—
14. This new scheduling stood in stark contrast
to the original open houses designed for one
day and was rooted in the Brigade’s philosophy
of increasing public access.

Alas, the tail winds of Hurricane Hannah
prompted cancellation on the first weekend due
to heavy rain and wind gusts up to 30 miles
per hour. The second weekend brought more
wind and uncertain Sound conditions, which
prompted cancellation of the event for Sunday
only. John and Elizabeth Delemarre, island
keepers for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,
are complimented for their patience and skill in
managing the public during the disappointment
of cancellation.

Saturday’s event on the second weekend
became a howling success. Joe Nugent, event
chairman, reports an attendance of approxi-
mately 150 people, converging to the island in
all modes of watercraft. Captain Barry Natale of
Sound Navigation transported passengers for
hire during the course of the day.

Py . ; Captain Gary Lyon of the vessel Sea Lyon
PO S TR I DN IRS P SIS  hosted special guests from Tennessee, Mr. &

The name Octagon refers to the shape of the historic lighthouse on Faulkner’s Island, a beacon to mariners since 1802.




Mrs. Charles L. Greene, who had a chance en-
counter with Joel Helander in Guilford Town Hall
a few days earlier. Charles Greene was stationed at
the U.S. Coast Guard station on Faulkner’s Island
during the period, 1961-1962. His wife, Lorraine
Damutz, grew up on Halleck Street in Guilford
and attended Guilford High School. As a teenager,
Lorraine read a newspaper article about the auxil-
iary coast guard bringing food to the lonely keep-
ers of Faulkner’s Island Light. In fanciful flirtation,
she and her girl friend wrote letters to the keepers,
which sparked a friendship with Charles Greene, a
dashing young coast guardsman with rank of Sea-
man E-3. Happily, Lorraine and Charles were soon
after married (1964). Their return to Faulkner’s
Island in September 2008 brought smiles, memo-
ries, and tears.

2009 Open House Dates
Announced

Mark your calendars now! Joe Nugent, chair-
man of the ’09 open house event on Faulkner’s
[sland, announces the official dates for this year:

Saturday, September 5 (Labor Day weekend)
Sunday, September 6 (Labor Day weekend)
No open house on Labor Day, September 7
Saturday, September 12

Sunday, September 13

The annual open houses are sponsored
jointly by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,

the U.S. Coast Guard, and the Faulkner’s Light
Brigade.

If you would like to experience the rare
beauty of a wildlife refuge and historic light-
house, don’t miss this open house opportunity!
Public transportation to the island may again be
available. Watch for forthcoming details.

Faulkner’s Light Brigade
2009 Calendar

Tuesday, January 13
U.S. Coast Guard In Action
Speaker: Captain Daniel Ronan,
Sector Commander of Long Island Sound

Tuesday, February 10
The Pirates Are Coming!
A pirate living history reenactment group, “Free
Men of the Sea,” brings the golden age of piracy
to life

Tuesday, March 10
Annual Membership Meeting
Featuring: Chanties of the Sea
Presented by the Sound School Singers of The
Sound School, New Haven, CT

Tuesday, April 28
Speaker: Gordon (“Fox Running”) Brainerd,
Quinnipiac Tribe Algonquin Bear Clan
Medicine Man,
on the subject of Native American culture as it
relates to our rivers and Long Island Sound

Saturday, September 5
Sunday, September 6
Saturday, September 12
Sunday, September 13
Open Houses on Faulkner’s Island
Note: No open house on Labor Day,
September 7

All programs are held in
the Greene Community Center
32 Church Street, Guilford, Connecticut,
7:30 p.m.




Descendants of Faulkner’s Island LightKeepers: Their Stories
by Joel Helander

Descendants of lightkeepers who served at the govern-
ment light station at Faulkner’s Island are numerous and
live in all quarters of the United States. Often, they have
stories to tell that have never been heard: stories that
are colored with great human interest; stories filled with
thrills and curiosity—even tragedy; and stories that cap-
ture the romance of island lightkeeping long ago.

Alas—the descendants of lightkeepers are not easily
traced. Renewed interest in Faulkner’s Island Light Sta-
tion, fueled by the 2002 Bicentennial celebration, annual
open houses, and other media attention has prompted
a number of such descendants to come forward. More
often than not, they find
us rather than we find
them.

It has been a twenty
year work in progress to
compile a directory of
lightkeeper descendants
and maintain contact
with them. Before 1939,
the lightkeepers at
Faulkner’s were civilians
employed by the U.S.
Lighthouse Service. They
were usually accompa-
nied by their families,
who displayed remark-
able resourcefulness and
resiliency in turning a life of isolation and hardship into
opportunity and happiness. Invariably, the descendants
of lightkeepers who experienced island living in the early
20th century seem to regard their experiences as among
the highest—and happiest—moments of their lives.
Here are some of their stories.

Vivian Jensen Chapin of Port Townsend, Washington
is the daughter of Arthur Jensen, who served as Head
Keeper, April 1911-July 1916. Mrs. Chapin never lived
at Faulkner’s, having been born in 1923 during her
father’s next duty assignment at Eaton’s Neck Light Sta-
tion. Jensen was a Norweigan immigrant who went to
sea at age 14 and later served in the U.S. Navy during
the Spanish American War. According to Mrs. Chapin
(in 1992), her father worked at Faulkner’s on an annual
salary of $624. paid by the U.S. Lighthouse Service.

The Minzners photographed their island home showing the three-story
dwelling, the light tower, and paint supply shed, circa, 1930.

The only modern instrument in her parents island home
was a Victrola (phonograph), which played recordings

by Enrico Caruso. The presence of an Assistant Keeper,
James Gregory (and family) upstairs helped combat their
loneliness. The three Gregory children were “lively”, ac-
cording to Mrs. Chapin. Edith, who was the youngest,
“liked to follow my mother around the island—especially
when it was time to collect eggs in the chicken house.”
One day, as Mrs. Chapin’s told it, Edith decided to make
a mud pie using eggs, but that particular week decoys had
been placed in the nests. As tears rolled down her cheeks,
Edith told Mrs. Jensen that there was “nossing’ in them
today, Mrs. Jensen.” Mrs. Chapin’s parents went ashore
once a week for supplies
and other errands. They
had a spare bedroom

in the home of their
good friends, Harry E.
and Mary H. Griswold,
who lived on Whitfield
Street. The bedroom

was called the “Jensen
Bedroom” because it was
available for sleepover in
the event of bad weather.

Rosemond A. Martin
of Green Cove Springs,
Florida was the daughter
of Leonard C. Fuller,
who served as Assistant
Keeper, April-November, 1919 and then as Head Keeper,
November 1919-October 1924. Bessie Fuller Cravey of
Tallahasee, Florida was the sister of Fuller. According to
Mrs. Martin and Mrs. Cravey, Leonard hung out as a
young man on the docks in Port Saint Joe, Florida. He
became acquainted with a Captain Ellis (from New York
City) who invited Len to join him on a sea voyage aboard
a 5-masted schooner. On Len’s first trip, carrying a cargo
of yellow pine lumber to Italy, they were shipwrecked.
Miraculously, after four days and nights clinging to debris
in the water, Len was one of only three survivors. Even
the Caprtain went to his watery grave, but the Captain’s
son, who was an official in the U.S. Lighthouse Service,
secured Len a job at Faulkner’s. In the pre-Coast Guard
era of lightkeeping, lighthouse appointments were often
political plums. Leonard Fuller’s brother, Samuel Fuller,
continued next page




succeeded him as Head
Keeper, serving until
November 1926. The
Fuller brothers’ careers
on Faulkner’s turned
controversial because
of their involvement
with illicit rum-
running during the
Prohibition. The island
allegedly became an
important stopover

in the booze trade,
where burlap sacks of
bottles were suspended
over the side of the
wharf-into the waters

Captain Arthur Minzner (stand- of Long Island Sound!
ing with derby) poses in front of the The late Catherine
“power house” with relativesand ~ Jenkins Applebaum

his son, William (lower left), circa  of Guilford, who was
1930. Mrs. Samuel Fuller’s
niece, stated that her Uncle Sam and Aunt Margaret
never had children. They took Catherine in as one of
their own for summer vacations on the island, which
created indelible memories. Mrs. Applebaum said that
Margaret Fuller worked at Griswold’s Department Store
in Guilford Center and that Sam would “run her in every
morning by boat.” In bad weather, when Margaret could

not return to the island, she would stay with her parents
(Mr. & Mrs. William E Cordts) at 406 Long Hill Road.

Mrs. Myrtle B. Gulick of Gladstone, New Jersey was
the daughter of Adelard Bussiere, who served as Assistant
Keeper, October 1922-May 1926. Mrs. Gulick stated
(1997) that she was six years old when her parents left
the island. Her mother, she said, had a copper boiler to
put on the coal stove in which she boiled all their dirty
clothing. When her mother used the clothes line to dry
clothes in wintertime, the winds would often blow the
clothes “straight out—frozen stiff.” “We drank KLIM,”
she explained, which was an early form of powdered
milk. All their food had to be transported from the
Guilford mainland, excepting homegrown items or eggs
from their chickens and ducks. Mr. & Mrs. Bussiere’s
closest friends were the Raymond Gays and the Clarence
Markhams, both of whom opened their homes when
inclement weather prevented the Gulicks from safely
returning to their island home. Mrs. Gulick sent two
brass buttons from her father’s uniform shirt, inscribed

“U.S.L.H.S., “ which were on display during the light-

house exhibit staged by the Henry Whitfield Historical
Museum, 2002-2003.

Lawrence W. Munzner of Miami, Florida was the son
of Arthur J. Munzner (a/k/a Minzner), who served
as Assistant Keeper, May 1928—June 1929 and then as
Head Keeper until 1935. Through the courtesy of Tracy
Thompson Tomaselli of Guilford, a photo album from
Lawrence’s Estate (1981) recently made its way back to
Guilford for safe-keeping. The black and white snapshots
contain generous captions that serve to document life at
the light station in the 1930s. In 1930, Lawrence was 10
years old, living on the island as an only child with his
parents, Mary and Arthur Minzner, who lived on the first
floor of the big, 14-room dwelling house. Two chicken
coops with small enclosures were located north of the
house and beyond was a long row of experimental racks
erected by the American Brass Company to experiment
with the effects of climate on paints applied to masonry.
A flower and vegetable garden were located southeast of
the house, with one caption referring to the “fertile land”
found there. The boat basin, quaintly called the “bathing
cove,” featured an elementary wharf with timber crib-
bing filled with stones, leading up to the boat house that
washed away in the Hurricane of 1938. A lighter and
barge, used for constructing the rip rap protection that
still exists in the curving jetty, are shown after they were
wrecked in a storm (1933). Animal pets for the Minzner
family included two dogs named Sport and Nellie, a
litter of puppies, and a prized goat named Minnie. Not
too unlike their lightkeeper predecessors, the Minzners
entertained family and friends including Betty Jane and
Al Kennedy, Dr. Martin, Cousin Alyce and Cousin June,

Captain and Mrs. Arthur Minzner (top step, middle) and As-
sistant Keeper, Dan Burt, (lower step, left) entertain government
mechanics and a government inspector, circa 1930.




Aunt Estelle and Uncle Pete, the Nilson family, the Roode
family, and a young boy named George Gallows. Gov-
ernment officials visited often, too, including an “inpec-
tor,” a “tinsmith,” and a “mechanic”.

Robert J. Lawrence of Dunedin, Florida was the
stepson of George W. Pendrell, who served as Assistant
Keeper, February 1930—October 1930. Mr. Lawrence
reminisced (in 1997) about the short year that he lived
on the island with Frances and George Pendrell. He
described his “bad habit” of playing on the dock with a
rope line attached to a floating metal can. His stepfather
“snuck up behind him”, grabbed him, and threw him

William Minzner invited his friend, George
Gallows, for an island adventure, circa 1930.

into the water with scolding about the boy’s disobedi-
ence. “That’s how I learned to swim—and quickly, too!,”
quipped Mr. Lawrence. Bob Lawrence visited Faulkner’s
Island at the time of the annual open house in 1999. It
was a joyful return visit after 69 years! When asked why
the island was so important to him, Mr. Lawrence turned
sentimentally quiet and said that it was “the happiest
times that I can remember with my mother because we
were captive on the island and were always together.”

Barbara Zuius Philipp of Preston, Connecticut is the
daughter of George Zuius, who served as the last civil-
ian Head Keeper, 1936-1943. Barbara lived at the island
light station, year ‘round, with her parents for the first
five years of her life. Soon after the Hurricane of 1938,
Captain Zuius retired the old-fashioned oil lamps when
electric generators were finally installed on the island.
Barbara recalls taking baths in a galvanized tub and

Young William Minzner hugs his island pet, Nellie,
and her puppies, circa 1930.

playing with her dog, “Rexie” and a pet chicken. The
chicken was unusually domesticated, frequently waiting
at the back door for Barbara to come outside. One day,
little Barbara decided to “run away.” Mrs. Zuius accom-
modated her daughter’s whim by packing her a lunch,
which she fastened to the end of a stick, like a hobo’s
stick. Barbara wandered around the beach, grew tired,
and holed up in the chicken coop, where her mother
found her—fast asleep next to her pet chicken. Another
incident that Barbara holds dear to memory is the time
she returned to the island with her father after a shop-
ping trip to the Guilford A&P Store. She cried and cried
because she lost a little lavender bandana in the wind, but
Captain Zuius went in wide circles with the boat until he
found it! Barbara Zuius believes that her father “took the
job to heart.” She recalls that “every night I went up the
light tower steps with him. He uncovered the lens and
constantly polished it. He wouldn't allow a speck of dust
to get on it. It was almost sacred.”

William Minzner and his cousin Alyce,
circa 1930.




Faulkner’s Light Brigade Membership

New Members and Renewals during 2007 and 2008

GUARDIAN OF THE LIGHT
$I1000 AND ABOVE
Ruth Ann & David Beckerman
Mr. & Mrs. Gustaf R. Bodin (SBC)
Barry & Rochelle Kaplan
Jane Marcher Foundation

(In Honor of Joe Arnold)
Guido Petra
Julie & Robert Schaffer

BENEFACTOR OF THE
LiGHT ($500-$999)
Grace & Fred Farnsworth
Robert E Schumann

PaTrRON OF THE LIGHT
($250-$499)

Mary Kelly & Richard Amerling
Cedar Island Marina

Richard and Marianne Cosgrove
Eileen & Andrew Eder

Everett MacLeman

Patricelli Family Foundation
Eric Ploumis

Salice Family Char. Trust
Marjorie & Alan Smith

LiGHTKEEPER
($100-$249)

Carol & Adam Ashman
John Augustyn

Margherita & Walter Bacon
Sharon & Donald Baechler
Trudy & Stan Barnes

Joan Ames Berkowitz

Dave & Carol Bredbury
James & Patricia Calhoun
Joan & William Cameron Jr.
Carol & Dwight Carlson
Salvatore and Anita Catardi
Irene & Arthur Daly

Russell & Sarah Davidson
Kim Howland & Michael Dewar
Susan & Richard DiNardo
Robert Donahue

Susan & Robert Gnida

Joe Goldberg

Louise & Henry Graver
Guilford Funeral Home
Guilford Garden Club
Suellen & Jeffrey Heinrich
John & Barbara Henningson
Herzog Family Fund

John Herzog

Libby & Al Hollingsworth
Catharine Hopkins
Raymond & Barbara Jacobsen
Mr. & Mrs. Brooks M. Kelley
Ted and Kiki Kennedy
Ricardo Kimball

Carolyn Kirmss

Barbara & John Koelle
Demie & Drew Kufta

Jenny & Kevin Lampus
Kate & William Lee

Richard T. Lohr

Stuart M. Low

Cynthia Magee

Linda J. McDowell

Jen & Mike McNiff

Senator Edward Meyer

Mr & Mirs. Thomas Mitchell
Barry Natale

Russell H. & Patricia M. Norman, Jr.

Catherine Offredi

Marjorie & Charles A. O’Malley I1I

Rat & Becky Ortega

Bonnie and Jonathan Rothberg

Peter & Betsy Russell

Tom & Susan Salice

Lindley & Robert Sawyer

Ide Schmertz

Diana M. Sattelberger &
James Sligar

David W. Smith

Judy & Jerry Theise

Howard Tuttle, Jr.

Dorothy Volosin

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew D. Weaver

Mrs. Howard D. White

Pat & Gary Widlitz

Cynthia T. Wommack

Jean Young

BEACONER

($50-399)

Gerard & Kathy Abbatello
Allison Alkire

Barbara & Richard Angle
Carl & Linda Balestracci
Frederick F. Bruening

Peter J. Butler

Salvatore & Anita Catardi
Edward Chittenden
Cynthia Wommack Cook
Marcella Davidson
Marjorie H. Davis

Ann Delaney

Helen & Steve Downing
Anne & Chris Duhaime
Antoinette Dupont
Dorothy L. duPont

Jim & Cynthia Dwyer
Arthur Ebbert, Jr.

Cynthia & Richard Eckstrom
Nancy & Philip Elderbaum
Roger & Gail Fabian
Charles Fascia

Elizabeth W. Fischer

Hans and Dorothea Flink
MaryJane & Ron Foster
James & Barbara Francese, Jr.
Samuel Fuller

Byrom & Emily Gardiner
Robert B. Gordon

Guilford Yacht Club

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Hard
Joel E. Helander

John Herzan

Edward & Charlotte Holahan

Estate of Clemontine D. Hubbard
Donald B. Hyatt

Gail A. Jewiss

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Johnston

Alex Marganski & Patrick Kearny
Gerlinda & Emil Kehlenbach
Kennedy & Perkins Inc.

Elizabeth & Frederick Kingsbury IV

John Kirby

David W. Knapp

Marie Landry

Carol & Ralph Linsley

Dwight & Maureen Lopes

Patty & Cliff McGuire

Kathy & Don Milnes

Margaret & Whitney Morse

Ruth & Tom Nardini

Stephen & Elizabeth Page

Doris M. Reimels

Jan Russo

Kathleen Santucci

Dr. & Mrs. Winthrop Smith

Elizabeth & H. M. (Sandy) Soars

Richard & Toni Sonet

Priscilla Sperry

Cathy Stewart

Simon Stewart

Carter Stilson

Karen & Richard Stoll
(Matching UTC)

Ron Swanson

George B. Uihlein

Fred Ulbrich, Jr.

Pam & Tim Visel

Claudia Bemis & Bob Weinstein

Barbara & Jack Wells

Joan & Stewart Fritts Wells

Lawrence Delponte Welsh

Elliot & Nancy Wilcox
(Matching SBC)

Sandra G. Wildman

Leonard B. Willcox

John E. Woodward, Jr.

Laurna & Steve Worden

Ruth Kimberly Young

MARINER

($25-349)

Mary & Ned Ahearn

Mr. & Mirs. G. Ernest Anderson
Loraine Ashman

Humbert A. Astredo

Lesley & Paul Bailey-Gates
Virginia & Charles Baltay
Nancy Barr

Laura & James Barrow
Cynthia A. Becce

Robert & Janet Beer

Alyce S. Benson Family Trust
Trudy & Edward Bishop
Sally Brown

Lynn E. Buhrer

Susan & Herbert Burstein
Robert A. Cairns

Patricia Chapman

Chiaramonte Family

Clarice Chomich

Pat & Phillip Clarkin

Ruth & Peter Connal
Nancy and Scott Conover
Margery & Harry Cordts
Janet & R. Michael Cosgrove
Mr. & Mrs. Erskine Crossley
Pamela L. Daddio

John & Elizabeth Delemarre
Jeremy D’Entremont

Myles & Carol DuBay
Marjorie Dudley

Anna Dwyer

John & Dallas Edwards
Judith Fine

Susan & Michael Foley
Elizabeth J. Fox

Dr. George W. Gilbert
Phyllis Gilbert

Louise & William Gilpatrick
Barry and Eleanor Green
Mary & Pete Greenvall
Cynthia Grey

Arlene Hackbarth

Allison Hackbarth

M. John Hamer

Carolyn Helander

John Herzog

Michael Hintz

Elizabeth V. Horowitz

Lois B. Hubbell

Ann & William Janeway
Marilyn Brown Janeway
Frederick & Debora Journalist
Brenda & Frank Karsmarski
Roger & Mary Jane Kelsey
Barbara Ann Kiesel

Peter J. Kindlmann

Robert & Lorraine Kirby
Madelyn Kmetzo

Pam & Gary Knowles
Barbara Kobs

John Kreider

Carlene Kulisch

David B. Lee

Elizabeth B. Leete

'W. Harmon Leete

Elizabeth Lowe

Mannix Chevrolet-Pontiac
Ann & Tim McCann

Sarah McCulloch

K. Stephen & Helena Meader
Frances Metzler

Mierz Family

Laurel & Walter Mills

Mr. & Mrs. Norton Morrison
Charlotte B. Mousch

Don & Marcia Mozzochi
Ruth & Marshall Neale
Edith B. Nettleton

Murray Newton

Barbara & Joseph Nugent
Catherine Offredi

Rober Oppel




Deborah Peluse

Kathleen and Jay Perkins
Atlene & Tom Pregman
Susan & David Priest

Mr. & Mrs. L. Reinhauzens
Priscilla & Ray Rensis
Mary & Ron Repetti

Norb Rioux

Janet V. Roberts

Shirley Sabine

Joan & Ralph Schoemann
The Scialla Family

Robert & Connie Scott
Janet Scranton

William & Patricia Seekamp
Sharon Shay

Charlie Shelley

Ann E. Sottery

Mis. Harrison Stevens
Robert Taylor

Elizabeth N. Theiss

Nancy C. Thompson
Henry & Evelynne Tichy
June Torino

Alison Varian

Richard & Carol Werle
Allan Wilcox

Bonnie & Thomas Williams
Ruth Woodruff

Susanne M. Zdanowicz
Roger Zerillo

Beverly & Marvin Zimmerman

FriEND

($10-$24)

The Amatruda Family

Helen E. Anderson

Elizabeth Barnes

Mary and Jeff Beeman
Jeanne & Robert Bendick

C. Allan Borchert

Donna Porritt & Sam Bromage
Noreen Campbell-Parlato
James Carleton

Joan L. Carroll

Charles & Ginny Carter
Mae Bergen Christie

Luella Daniels Landis
Nicholas Day

Ron & Marianne DeMartino
Marlene P. DeSanto
May-Elinor Dudley

Doug & Audrey Eisenlohr, Sr.
Ida Etherington

Josephine & Philip Evans
Debra & Richard Forselius
Elizabeth Gardner

Elizabeth & Erwin Griffiths
Guilford Library Association
Pam Harding

Raymond W. Hencir

Tom Hettinger

Vida L. Holzinger

Leland & Madeline Hubbard
Margaret Iacobellis

Joan Churchward Jenkins
Fran & Tom King

Priscilla Kirby

Lori & Walter Kostich

John V. Leffingwell
John E Maher

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Mahon
Frank Maiale

Harry H. Mark M.D.
Jean G. Meiselman
Priscilla D. Morse
Charlotte Mowrey
Ruth A. Nettleton
Pauline Newton

David North

Priscilla D. Oliver

Carl Olovson

Joan P. Platner

Harding Reemsnyder
Elizabeth A. Regan
Diane & Robert Richard
Sandra J. Ruoff

Mary Russell

Rich Schmid

Jean H. Scott

Jen H. Scott

Danielle Shepard

Kim & Douglas Stumpe
Janice G. Teft

Beverly Waters

Ellen von Weer

Amy M. Wininger

SENIOR & STUDENT
($5-$9)

Henry P. Bakewell, Jr.
Ellen Bernstein

Theresa & Raymond Burke
Vivian Chapin

Janet R. Cooper

Eileen Cordts

Lucian &Phyllis DeLucia
Marshall & Lois Dudley
Connie & Eugene Hubbard
Linda & Albert Mignone
Betty Page

Wilford Parker

Betsey Stevens

Charlotte Tietjen

In Memoriam
Edward D. Macchietto

Sfrom Calaway Family and Moore/

Ericson Family $100

Ned Cosgrove

from Jayne Welsh and Lawrence

DelPonte $50

In Bonor

Richard DiNardo graduation

from Law School

from Thomas and Barbara Puffer $25

The 50th wedding anniversary
of Randy and Marilyn Janeway
from Harry and Margery Cordrs $50

Falkner Light Brigade & United States
Fish & Wildlife Service Partnership to

Save an Endangered Species

By Richard Potvin, Refuge Manager,
Stuart B. McKinney Wildlife Refuge

Roseate terns are found throughout many of the
oceans around the world, including the North Atlantic.
The North Atlantic temperate zone populations have
declined since the 1950’s to the point where, in 1987,
the Northeastern U.S. breeding population was declared
endangered. Currently, the Northeastern U.S. breeding
population is estimated at approximately 8,000-9,000
individuals. The Northeastern U.S. population migrates
from their breeding grounds, on the south shore of Long
Island, extending north to Canada, including Nova Scotia
and Quebec, to wintering grounds off the coast of South
America.

Falkner Island (a.k.a Faulkner’s) was once the third
largest roseate tern nesting colony of the Northeastern
U.S. population. However, beginning in 1970s, the
number of roseate terns nesting at Falkner Island began
declining. The culprit for this decline was the black-
crown night heron that began to visit the island and feed
on the young chicks and eggs. The US Fish & Wildlife
Service and US Geological Survey took a number of
steps to protect the birds; however, raids by the herons
continue to affect the population. In 2006, the Refuge
fledged 30% only of the tern chicks that hatched. On
July 3, 2006, a heron entered the roseate tern colony and
destroyed or took over 50 eggs and chicks. During the
last two nesting seasons, 2007 & 2008, the Refuge has
increased its fledgling rate in the main colony to 81%.

During the 2008 nesting period at Falkner Island, 32
roseate tern nests were monitored. This was the first year
since the 1970s that there was not one documented inci-
dent of a roseate tern egg or chick being taken by herons.
We contribute this to our increase predator monitoring,
which is performed over the nesting terns. The Refuge
was able to maintain staff on the island 24 hours, 7 days
a week to conduct these monitoring activities. This was
the first year that we had staff members live on the island
8 consecutive days at a time. This longer stay allowed
the Refuge to lower its operational costs and increase the
productivity of the roseate tern colony. This would not
have been possible without the generous support of the
Faulkner Light Brigade (FLB), who provided funding,
materials and labor to build the addition to the generator
building. The FLB is also assisting the Refuge with other
facility projects on the island to support the Refuge and
the annual open house. Without the FLB partnership,
we could not move our conservation mission forward.
Furthermore, the roseate terns of Falkner Island are most
appreciative of FLB’s efforts.
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