
The name Octagon refers to the shape of the historic lighthouse on Faulkner’s Island, a beacon to mariners since 1802.
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In September the Board of Directors of the Faulkner’s Light
Brigade made the difficult decision to cancel the 2006 Open House
on Faulkner’s Island. 

The U.S. Coast Guard Civil Engineering Unit in Providence, R.I.
had raised a number of concerns about safety issues on the island,
including the poor condition of the main docking area, the vertical
wooden ladder and the boathouse. The Coast Guard engineers
recommended that no “tour groups” visit Faulkner’s until repairs
were made.

The plans and the funding for those repairs are now in place. As
soon as the Army Corps of Engineers approves the last necessary
permit, and weather permits, the work can be done. 

“We are really close,” said Sara Williams, wildlife biologist with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS). “We have had our final
federal coastal consistency review and been approved. We have a
water quality certificate from the Connecticut Department of
Environmental Protection. The last piece to put in place is the permit
from the Army Corps and we expect approval soon.”

The project will cost $322,637 and has been approved within the
federal budget. 

The work includes removal of the existing wooden dock with its
pilings, installation of a steel bulkhead around a concrete pier,
temporarily removing rocks at the base of the concrete pier and
replacing them after the bulkhead installation, dredging the boat
basin, and construction of a floating dock with four pilings.

To provide a safe access to the island, three timber piles will be

driven to secure a new floating dock comprised of a 6-foot-by-20-foot
finger dock and an 8-foot-by-20-foot access dock. A dolphin
consisting of two piles will be installed to keep moored boats off the
pier and rocks. The floating dock will be attached to the pier by a 3-
foot-by-20-foot gangway.

This is all a major improvement over the current conditions at
the island’s boat basin – the conditions the Coast Guard engineers
found unsafe months ago.

Currently, as many Light Brigade members and guests know
from earlier visits, Faulkner’s can only be accessed within a three-
hour high tide. The shallow depth and rocks within the basin risk
damage to propellers and boat hulls. FWS personnel and Light
Brigade volunteers can attest to several close calls. Stabilizing the
jetty and pier with rip-rap will prevent rocks from falling into
navigable waters in the future. 

Perhaps most exciting, dredging will also allow FWS staff and
the public to visit the island during any tidal stage. In the application
for the federal funding, FWS said, “A safe landing at Faulkner’s
Island is essential in the expansion of public opportunities and the
operation of the Annual Open House.”

With the Army Corps approval in hand, the project must be
finished by April 1, Williams said. If needed, work could be
continued after September 1. Of course, no work will take place
between April 1 and September 1 to prevent possible disturbance to
more than 2,500 pairs of breeding common terms, a state species of
concern, and 62 pairs of roseate terns, a federally endangered species.

Exciting News! 
Safe Access to Faulkner’s Island Planned and Funded

This June 2005 photo, taken from the top of the lighthouse, shows the boathouse, pier, basin and jetty. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
hopes to begin repair work in this basin soon. Additional photo page 2 (Photo by Fred Farnsworth)



Meet Captain Chris Sinnett, the current and 25th Commanding
Officer of the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Eagle.

Captain Sinnett reported to Eagle after completing two years on the
Coast Guard’s Atlantic Area Staff in Portsmouth, Virginia. He is a 1983
graduate of the U.S. Coast Guard Academy in New London with a
bachelor of science degree in marine engineering. He also holds an MBA
from Florida International University and an MA in National Security &
Strategic Studies from the Naval War College.

The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Eagle is known as “America’s Tall Ship.” It
is the largest tall ship flying the Stars and Stripes, and the only square-
rigger in U.S. government service. The ship was built in 1936 in Germany,
one of three sail training ships operated by the pre-World War II German
Navy. At the close of the war, the ship was taken as a war reparation by the
United States, recommissioned as the Eagle and sailed to New London, its
only homeport since.

Meet Captain Sinnett and learn about the Eagle Tuesday, March 27 at
7:30 p.m. at the Faulkner’s Light Brigade Annual Meeting at the Greene
Community Center.

Learn a bit about America’s great age of sailing while listening to the Chanteymen of the Ancient
Mariners.   

The Ancient Mariners Fife and Drum Corps brings America’s naval history to life as the Chanteymen use words
and music to tell the tales of the everyday life of the common sailor. Sea chanteys have a long and honored history
and Guilford’s own Ancient Mariners are renown for keeping this important tradition alive. They are also fun.

As Mariner Historian Howard Hornstein explains, “Chanteys were used by sailors to lighten certain
backbreaking tasks and to enliven hours.” Today’s Chanteymen promise to enliven an audience’s evening.

For a historic and musical good time, join the Light Brigade Wednesday, April 25 at 7:30 p.m. at the Greene
Community Center.

For more than a dozen years, the Faulkner’s Light Brigade Spring Lecture Series has drawn
audiences from up and down the shoreline to learn more about lighthouses and their history, or

the roseate terns and their habitat, or the history of sailing along our coast, and much more. This
year’s series promises to be just as interesting and entertaining.
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Announcing the 2007 Faulkner’s Light Brigade Lecture Series

This photo of
the pier and
ladder shows
the difficulty
of accessing
the island.
When the
federally-
funded repair
project is
complete a
new and safer
bulkhead and
floating dock
will provide
better, safer
access.

Photo: Jeremy
D’Entrement

Captain Chris Sinnett, current 25th
Commanding Officer of the U.S. Coast
Guard Cutter Eagle.



The Faulkner’s Light Brigade’s esteemed treasurer, Ned
Cosgrove, died on September 2, 2006 after a difficult illness. Ned
was truly one of the pioneering administrators of our
organization, coming on board as membership chairman in
September 1993 and then assuming the role of treasurer in
August 1995, where he served faithfully until the Fall of 2005.

There was a solid streak of blue water sailor in Ned
Cosgrove. He believed with all his heart in the Brigade’s
campaign to rescue a historic lighthouse in the waters of Long
Island Sound. It was, in the beginning, an almost unthinkable
campaign – to think that a local cause could be carried to the
halls of the U.S. Congress. It was!

The campaign has been successful because of the
contributions of people like Ned. He sat on our Board for twelve
years, most of those years as treasurer and, in the end, as
financial advisor. We remember Ned as the highest class
gentleman of the “old school,” seemingly mild-mannered,
almost laconic and, according to the newspaper, sardonic. But
don’t let that last characterization fool you.

As we found out, Ned was a principled man of enormous
commitment to any undertaking in his charge. He was an
uncommon reservoir of plain common sense, painstaking
organization, and incredible accountability. Not only did Ned
wield an iron hand for the Brigade’s financial stability, but
mentored us on everything beyond matters of finance, such as in
areas of policy and management.

The Board of Directors of Faulkner’s Light Brigade is
grateful for Ned’s long term of dedicated service. The Board
extends its heartfelt sympathy to his wife Connie and her family
and further extends its appreciation to the many contributors
who sent memorial gifts in Ned’s name. Over $1,000 in
memorial gifts have been received.

Dear Ned, Out beyond Guilford Marina and the
shimmering waters of Long Island Sound, over Dear Old
Faulkner’s Island, across Long Island Sound, and on to the
seven seas, may you find an eternal sunrise after the sunset.

— Joel Helander

Sara Williams, wildlife biologist with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, is developing monitoring protocols for terns
and predators on the island. The protocols will include
everything the FWS does on Faulkner’s in the summer,
biologically speaking.

A Habitat Management Plan for the entire Stewart B.
McKinney National Wildlife refuge, of which Faulkner’s
Island is a part, is being written. A draft will be available for
review this spring or summer.

FWS hopes to work with local Cub Scouts to help build
additional roseate tern boxes for placement on the island
prior to April 1, the beginning of breeding season.

FWS is seeking Light Brigade volunteers to assist with the repair
and replacement of observation blinds at the island prior to
tern season. The north blind toppled during a winter storm
and needs to be erected. Several other blinds may need
maintenance. FWS would like to erect a new blind on the
eastern side of the island.

Other News about Faulkner’s Island
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Edward (Ned) J. Cosgrove
July 28, 1924 – September 2, 2006

Ned  Cosgrove, on the day of the island open house, 
September 14, 2003. Photo: J.E. Helander
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Guardian of the Light
$1000 and up

Mr. & Mrs. Gustaf R. Bodin *
Rikki & Barry Kaplan
Guido Petra *
Julie & Robert Schaffer

Benefactor of the Light
$500-$999

Jane Marcher Foundation
Doris & Everett MacLeman *
Robert F. Schumann *
Marjorie & Alan Smith

Patron of the Light 
$250-$499

Cedar Island Marina
Eileen & Andrew Eder
Grace & Fred Farnsworth *
Tom & Susan Salice

Lightkeeper $100-$249
Carol & Adam Ashman
Sharon & Donald Baechler
Laura & James Barrow
Joan Ames Berkowitz
Sarah & Ron Bowers  (& Friends)
Dave & Carol Bredbury
Brenda & Howard Brody
Frederick F.  Bruening *
Donald & Jean Butler
Joan & William Cameron Jr. *
Gordon Campbell
Carol & Dwight Carlson
Joseph Castelli
Irene & Arthur Daly
Russell & Sarah Davidson
Susan & Richard DiNardo *
Jim & Cynthia Dwyer
Elizabeth W. Fischer
Don Engleman & Susan Froshauer
Joe Goldberg
Guilford Funeral Home

Nancy & Charles 
Hammarlund, Jr.

Shirley  Hartwell *
John Henningson
Al & Terry Hershey
Libby & Al Hollingsworth
Catharine Hopkins *
Raymond & Barbara Jacobsen *
Theodore Jadick
Margaret T.M. Jones *
Mr. & Mrs. Brooks M. Kelley
Mary Kelley & Richard Amerling
John & Marion Kimberly
Elizabeth & Frederick Kingsbury IV
Jenny & Kevin Lampus
John H. Landon
David B. Lee
Kate & William Lee
Stuart M. Low *
A. Michael Lussier & 

Linda J McDowell *
Jen & Mike McNiff *
Mr & Mrs. Thomas Mitchell *
Johnnie & Thelma Mouning
Russell H. & 

Patricia M. Norman, Jr. *
Marjorie & 

Charles A. O’Malley III *
Margaret & Bob Patricelli
Eric Ploumis
Doris M. Reimels
Peter & Betsy Russell *
Diana M. Sattelberger & 

James Sligar *
David W. Smith *
Priscilla Sperry
Herman Spiegel *
Mrs. Harrison Stevens
Judy & Jerry Theise *
Howard Tuttle, Jr. *
Dorothy Volosin
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew D. Weaver *
Jane & Jon Weld
Mrs. Howard D. White *
Pat & Gary Widlitz
Elliot & Nancy Wilcox
Jean Young

Beaconer 
$50-$99

Barbara & Chip Angle
John Augustyn
Margherita & Walter Bacon
Carl & Linda Balestracci
Barbara Beckerman
Ruth Ann & David Beckerman
Lynne & Christopher Bonee
Patricia & John Bryant *
James Carleton
Jon & Linda Carr
Beth Carroll-Horrocks
Edward Chittenden*
Betty & Chris Cosgrove
Connie Cosgrove *
Priscilla Cosgrove
Mr. & Mrs. Erskine Crossley
Marcella Davidson
Ruby Davis
Ann Delaney
Celeste & Ron Denison
Helen & Steve Downing *
Anne & Chris Duhaime
Dorothy L. duPont
Dr. Arthur Ebbert, Jr. *
Ida Etherington
Roger & Gail Fabian
MaryJane & Ron Foster *
James & Barbara Francese, Jr.
Samuel & Jane Fuller
Sue Gnida
Robert B. Gordon *
Beth & Henry Gottlieb
Guilford Yacht Club *
Dr. Harlan B. Hamilton
Joel E. Helander *
Martin Hird
Donald B. Hyatt *
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Johnston

Faulkner’s Light Brigade Membership
Listing represents those members who have made a donation in either 2006 or 2005.

* Denotes four consecutive years of donations

Show Off Your
Membership

Make a fashion statement.
Faulkner's Light Brigade

t-shirts and polo shirts are
available for sale. The 100

percent cotton t-shirts carry
the distinctive Brigade logo

printed on the left chest.
They can be ordered in two
colors, ash or sand, in sizes

M, L, XL, and XXL. The
price is $16 each, plus $4.50

per order for shipping.

The polo shirt with an
embroidered image of

Faulkner's Lighthouse is
available in navy or hunter
green in sizes S, M, L, XL
and XXL. The price is $29,

plus $4.50 per order for
shipping. These shirts can be

personalized with a name,
for an additional $5, at the

time of ordering.

Please make checks payable
to "FLB" and forward to:
Faulkner's Light Brigade,
c/o Joseph Nugent, 423

Whitfield St., Guilford, CT
06437. If you have 

questions, please call Joe at
203-453-4034 and leave a

name and contact number
with your question.

Show your support for
Faulkner's Island and

the Light Brigade!
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Alex Marganski & Patrick  Kearny
Gerlinde Kehlenbach
Augustus & Barbara Kellogg
Carolyn Kirmss *
David W. Knapp *
Vaughn & Judy Knowles
Barbara Shryock Koelle *
Marie Landry 
Jane White Lewis
Carol & Ralph Linsley
Margaret & William Loos
Monica & William Lynders
Cynthia Magee
Mannix Chevrolet-Pontiac
Lorraine Maurice
Patty & Cliff McGuire
K. Stephen  Meader
Kathy & Don Milnes
Charlotte B. Mousch
Ruth & Tom Nardini *
Stephen & Elizabeth Page *
Sally W. Richards
Lindley & Robert Sawyer
Joan & Ralph Schoemann
Kevin Schwatlow
Pam & Bruce Simonds
Dr. & Mrs. Winthrop Smith *
Elizabeth & H. M. (Sandy) Soars
Richard & Toni Sonet
Cathy & Jerry Stewart
Simon Stewart *
Richard & Karen Stoll
George B. Uihlein
Barbara & Jack Wells *
Lawrence Delponte & Welsh
John E.  Woodward, Jr.
Laurna & Steve Worden
Ruth Kimberly Young

Mariner $25-$49
Susan & Sands Aeschliman
Mary & Ned Ahearn *
Mr. & Mrs. G. Ernest Anderson *
Robert & Loraine Ashman
Humbert A. Astredo *
Lesley & Paul Bailey-Gates *
Cynthia A. Becce
Robert & Janet Beer
Tom & Alyce Benson Family Trust
Michael & MaryAnn Bracken
C. Frontis & N. Brockwehl
Sheila Bruce
Lynn E. Buhrer
Susan & Herbert  Burstein
Robert A. Cairns *
Patricia Chapman * 
Mark Chiaramonte
Clarice Chomich
Mae Bergen Christie *
Pat & Phillip Clarkin *
Marge & Corky Cordts *
Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Dauphinais
Nicholas Day *
Jeremy D’Entremont
Marie DePoto

Lucia Dexter
Barbara Douglas
Myles & Carol DuBay
Marjorie Dudley *
Marshall & Lois Dudley
Anna Dwyer
Cynthia & Richard Eckstrom *
John & Dallas Edwards *
Nancy & Philip Elderbaum *
Palmer & Eleanor Epler
Mr & Mrs Red Erda
Richard Fencil
Judie Fine
Sandra & Fred Flatow
Elizabeth J. Fox *
Mrs. Emily Gardiner *
Dr. George W. Gilbert
Phyllis Gilbert *
Louise & William Gilpatrick *
Madelaine Goldish
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Gowrie Jr.
Capt. Robert C. Gravino, 

USCG (Ret)
Pete & Betty Greenvall
Cynthia Grey
Arlene Hackbarth *
Maryanne & Mark Hall
M. John Hamer
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Hard
Elizabeth V. Horowitz *
Estate of Clemontine D. Hubbard
Leland & Madeline Hubbard
Lois B. Hubbell
Marilyn Brown Janeway
Frederick & Deborah Journalist
Brenda & Frank Karsmarski
Roger & Mary Jane Kelsey
John Kirby
Priscilla Kirby
Robert Kirby
Madelyn Kmetzo
Pam & Gary Knowles
Barbara & Erwin Kobs *
Kreider Family *
Carlene Kulisch
John & Frances Landry
W. Harmon Leete
John V. Leffingwell
Elizabeth Lowe
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Mahon
Nancy & David Mathews *
Sarah McCulloch
Mr. & Mrs. Norton Morrison
Catherine & Alexander Murphy
Ruth &  Marshall Neale *
Edith B. Nettleton *
Ruth A. Nettleton
Murray Newton
Jeffrey Norton
Barbara & Joseph Nugent
Catherine Offredi *
Margaret Palmieri
Deborah Peluse *
Joan P. Platner *
Arlene & Tom Pregman *

Susan & David Priest
Levs & Margery Reinhauzens
Raymond Rensis
Mary & Ron Repetti *
Janet V. Roberts *
Shirley & Walt Sabine *
Anthony Savino
Susan Schumann-Skehan
Nancy Newman Schwegler
The Scialla Family
Robert  & Connie Scott
Charlie Shelley
Denise Shepard
Russell & Violet Skillin Trust
Mr. & Mrs. George R. Smith
Carter Stilson
Jan W. Tarrant
Elizabeth N. Theiss
Nancy C. Thompson
Henry & Evelynne Tichy *
Charlotte Tietjen
John & June Torino *
Fred  Ulbrich, Jr.
Fred Volkmar M.D.
Beryl B. Weinstein *
Richard & Carol Werle
Sandra G. Wildman
Bonnie & Thomas Williams *
Nina & Bob Wolfson
Ruth Woodruff *
Susanne M. Zdanowicz
Beverly & Marvin Zimmerman

Friend $10-$24
Helen E. Anderson *
John C. Barker
Nancy Barr
Randall Beach
Jeanne & Robert Bendick *
Edwin Benton
Charles L. Biggs
Mrs. Helen Borchert
Joan L. Carroll
Ms. Hope Cordts
Gale M. Creighton
Lucian De’lucia
Ron & Marianne DeMartino
Marlene P. DeSanto
May-Elinor Dudley *
Doug & Audrey Eisenlohr, Sr.
Josephine & Philip Evans *
Jeanne & William Farquaharson
Karen & Joe Flatley
Debra & Richard Forselius
Charlotte, Akel & Patricia Frenett
Elizabeth Gardner *
Maureen & Matthew Goodrich
Elizabeth & Erwin Griffiths
Raymond W. Hencir
Guilford Library Historical Room
Vida L. Holzinger *
Kay Honsberger
Margaret Iacobellis
Capt. Arthur Charles Jackson
Ann Janeway *

Joan Churchward Jenkins
Fran & Tom King
Rev. Bradford B. Locke, Jr.
Harry H. Mark  M.D.
Frances Metzler *
Priscilla D. Morse
Polly Newton *
Holly & Gary O’Brien
Catherine & James O’Connell
Priscilla D. Oliver
Doris & Carl Olovson *
Betty Page
Zenna Pappacoda
Mr. & Mrs. William Park
Harding Reemsnyder
Elizabeth A. Regan
Norb Rioux *
Jim & Gillian Rose *
Sandra J. Ruoff
Jan Russo
Jean H. Scott *
Amy & Peter Sims
Ann E. Sottery
Betsey Stevens
Kim & Douglas Stumpe *
Janice G. Teft *
Janet Triebel
Beverly Waters *
Marjorie E. Williams *
Amy M. Wininger *
Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Work

Senior/Student $5-$9
Henry P. Bakewell, Jr. *
Ellen  Bernstein *
Vivian Chapin
Ruth Chiaramonte
June C.  Clark
Ruth & Peter Connal
Connie & Eugene Hubbard
Mary Ingram
Linda & Albert Mignone
Charlotte Mowrey
Wilford Parker
Linda Smith-Criddle

Corporate Matching Gifts
SBC Corporation
United Technologies Corporation

Memorial Gifts
Rufus Bishop
Frank Brown
Ned Cosgrove
Norman A. Hall
John Magee
Carol Miller
Russell H. Norman Sr.
Harrison Stevens
Howard D. White
Walter Wojtkonski

Faulkner’s Light Brigade Membership
Listing represents those members who have made a donation in either 2006 or 2005.

* Denotes four consecutive years of donations



Visit our
website for
progress
reports, Open 
House 2007, 
US Fish 
& Wildlife
Service repairs
and
renovation.
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FAULKNER’S LIGHT BRIGADE—BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Contributions to the Brigade are tax deductible 
Checks should be made payable to: The Faulkner’s Light Brigade

and mailed to: P. O. Box 444, Guilford, CT  06437

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Phone: _____________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
■■ New Membership ■■ Membership Renewal
■■ I am interested in helping the Brigade as a volunteer. ■■ Enclosed is my company’s matching gift form.

■■ Guardian of 
the Light
$1,000 and up.

■■ Benefactor of 
the Light
$500 - $999

■■ Patron of 
the Light
$250 - $499

■■ Lightkeeper
$100 - $249

■■ Beaconer
$50 - $99

■■ Mariner
$25 - $49

■■ Friend
$10 - $24

■■ Senior or
Student $5 - $9
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Chairman:
Fred Farnsworth

Board Members 
Gustaf R. Bodin

Ann Delaney
Lewis S. DeSanto, Jr. 
Richard S. DiNardo

John Henningson

Gail Jewiss

Demie Kufta

Dorothy Maynard

Joe Nugent
Guido L. Petra

John T. Pohlman
Sally Richards
Elliot Wilcox

Honorary Board
Members: 

Al Hollingsworth
Walter Mills

Chairman Emeritus:
Joel Helander

Treasurer Emeritus:
Ned Cosgrove

Vice Chairman:
Joe Arnold

Secretary:
Demie Kufta

Membership:
Steve Worden

Treasurer:
Ann Delaney

www.lighthouse.cc/FLB/
Jeremy d’Entremont is manager of the FLB website


